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The role of curators in MLA Collaboration
through curatorial practice in Odawara City Library
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Studies on importance of “MLA Collaboration” have often only focused on the aspect of information
sharing through digital data, but not on the preservation and heritage of the records themselves. It is often
the case that staff with “multi-expertise” are required for successful collaboration. In fact, it is quite difficult
for institutions without adequate resources, such as staffing and facilities, to conduct such a “collaboration”.
This paper will illustrate the issues mentioned above in a number of case studies based on the author’s
curatorial experience working at Odawara City Library and attempt to provide some useful suggestions.
The paper aims to suggest that it is necessary to manage non-archival local institutions which are likely to
be libraries, museums or similar to function as regional archives in order to enhance “MLA collaboration”.
Further in conclusion, it became clear that “MLA collaboration” should be initiated by those who 1) have
expertise in history or archaeology; 2) hold a qualification in curatorship with some practical experience;
and 3) are assigned to a curator post or are willing to take a full responsibility of curatorial work even if he

or she is non-professional personnel.
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